
 What is Rectal Cancer?

 Rectal cancer occurs when cells lining the inside of 

the rectum, begin to grow out of control.  This can 

cause bleeding and/or blockage of the bowel.  

If these cells spread, they can be life-threatening.

 How extensive is my cancer?
 Based upon our x-ray studies, rectal ultrasound 

and colonoscopic findings: 

 Your tumor is:

 �  Limited to the bowel wall.

 �  Beginning to grow through the bowel wall.

 �  Does not involve lymph nodes.

 �  Shows possible spread to local lymph nodes.

 �  There is no sign of cancer spread elsewhere..

 �  There may be cancer spreading elsewhere.

 When is Radiation and Chemotherapy used?

   Radiation and chemotherapy are recommended 

when tumor is thought to be outside the bowel wall. 

Given before surgery, combined therapy can shrink 

the tumor, improving the chances for long term    

control of the tumor.. 

Pre-Operative Radiation and Chemotherapy
 Do I need Radiation and Chemotherapy?

- Based upon current National Cancer Institute

 (NCI) Recommendations:

 � Radiation/Chemotherapy is not recommended

 � Radiation/Chemotherapy should be considered.

 (The final decision is made 

 on an individual basis). 

 What is the overall plan?
- 6 weeks of Radiation/Chemotherapy

- Followed by 4-6 weeks of rest

- Followed by Surgery (10-12 weeks from now).

 Call to arrange consultations with:

 Dr.  _________________ at ___________________

    (Chemotherapy)

Dr.  __________________at ___________________ 

 (Radiation Therapy)

 It is important to remember 

 that the most rectal cancers

 can be cured. 

 Better surgical techniques, improved radiation 

treatment, and new chemotherapeutic agents 

are making a BIG difference. 
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